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to see that the conclusions drawn from them were
inevitable. He therefore denied the reality of such
a language as Sanskrit altogether, and wrote his
famous essay to prove that Sanskrit had been put
together after the model of Greek and Latin, by
those arch-forgers and liars, the Brahmans, and that
the whole of Sanskrit literature was an imposition.
I mention this fact, because it shows, better than
anything else, how violent a shock was given by
the discovery of Sanskrit to prejudices most deeply
engrained in the mind of every educated man. The
most absurd arguments found favour for a time, if
they could only furnish a loophole by which to escape
from the unpleasant conclusion that Greek and Latin
were-of the same kith and kin as the language of the
black inhabitants of India. The first who, in the
broad daylight of European science, dared boldly to
face both the facts and the conclusions of Sanskrit
scholarship, was the German poet, Frederick Schlegel.

Frederick ScMegel.

He had been in England during the peace of Amiens
(1801-1802), and had acquired a smattering of San-
skrit from. Mr. Alexander Hamilton. After carrying
on his studies for some time in Paris, he published,
in 1808, his work on The Language and Wisdom of
the Indians. This work became the foundation of
the science of language. Though published only two
years after the first volume of Adelung's Mithridates,
it is separated from that work by the same distance
which separates the Copernican from the Ptolemsean
system. Schlegel was not a great scholar. Many of